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Saguenay-St. Lawrence Marine Park

OUTLINE of presentation -

- Overview of the Marine Park
- history, territory, management

- Experiencing the Marine Park on land:
- Discovery network
- Infrastructure
- interpretive activities

- Experiencing the Marine Park on the
water:

- Regulation
- Whale Watching Industry
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One of Canada’s First NMCAs

Parks Canada 4 e

Marine Regions S
PACIFIC OCEAN 3 3
1. Hecate Strait

2. Queen Charlotte Shelf

3. Queen Charlette Scund!
4. Vancouver Island Shelf
5. Strait of Georgla

ARCTIC OCEAN

6. Arclic Basin

7. Beaufort Sea

8. Arctic Archipelago
9. Queen Maud Guif
10. Lancaster Sound
11. Baffin Island Shelf
12. Foxe Basin

13. Hudson Bay

14. James Bay

ATLANTIC OCEAN
15. Hudson Strait

16. Labrador Shelf

17. Newfoundland Shelf
18. North Gulf Sheif

19. St Lawrence Esluary
20. Magdalen Shallows
21. Laurentian Channel
22. The Grand Banks
23. Scotian Shelf

24. Bay of Fundy

GREAT LAKES
25. Lake Superior
26. Georgian Bay
27. Lake Huron
28. Lake Erie

29. Lake Ontario

National Marine Conservation
Areas System

August 2016
[l national Marine Conservation Areas

Proposed NMCA
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Mandate of the Marine Park

P ecosystem protection for
CONSERVATION

Encourage use for
EDUCATION
RECREATION
SCIENCE
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« Mirror » legislations

* Two laws:
— « Saguenay--St. Lawrence Marine Park Act » (Ottawa)

— « loi sur le parc marin du Saguenay--Sai
(Québec)
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e Mandated
co-management
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Coroporate Video




Parks Canada

« Saguenay-St. Lawrence Feild Unit »

 Tadoussac, Québec
 About 22 year-round employees

* Operational season mid-June to mid-October

* TEAMS:
— Conservation (biologists, etc.)

— External Relations

— Visitor Experience

— Finance and Administration
— Maintenance
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An open marine ecosystem




Experiencing the Marine Park:

from LAND

 Parks Canada
— 3 land-based sites, 2 info sites

 Parks Quebec

— Provincial Park (2 sectors) (/e parc
national du Fjord-du-Saguenay)

* Discovery network

— Over 20 access points (see Visitor’s >
Guide) |
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Marine Park Discovery Network
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Land-based sites

for the Saguenay-St. Lawrence Marine Park

* Observation and Interpretation Centres:

o Pointe-Noire
o Cap de Bon-Désir

o Marine Environment Discovery Centre

* |Information sites:

Canadi
— St-Fidele

— Quaie de Baie-Ste-Catherine
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Parks Canada Visitor Experience
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Visitor Experience

A virtual tour through Parks
Canada Sites of the Saguenay-St.
Lawrence Marine Park
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Parks Canada: Interpretation and
Program Delivery

PARKS CANADA

PARKS CANADA
TEAM LEADERS DIVING CENTRE

(PRIVATE)

supervise

INTERPRETERS/
SERVICE DEL. (rentals,
(SEASONAL/STUDENT) guides)
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Experiencing the Marine Park — By SEA

e Kayaking

* Pleasure boating / sailing
* Cruiseships

 Whale watching
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Marine Activities Regulation

e Adoption (2002) and modification (2017) of
the Marine Activities in the Saguenay—St.
Lawrence Marine Park Act (MAR)

25 400

KNOTS M ETR ES

Maximum speed at any time in the o ]
Park (46 km/h) Minimum distance from threatened

*15 knots in the mouth of the or endangered species
Saguenay
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Legislation highlights

* Permitting system
Speed limits
Limits on proximity to species at risk

Time limits for observation of mammals
Minimum flying height imposed 2000 feet
Mandatory training

%4

Canada

Observation zones

SSSSSSSSS

EEEEEEEEE

MARINE PARK

Québecsa




BEFORE the Regulation...
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AFTER the Regulation
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Eco-Whale Alliance

PUBLIC sector:
Parks Canada, Parks Québec

PRIVATE sector:

most of the major private whale watching excursion
companies operating in the marine park

Non-profit/education:
Research Group for Marine Mammals

V AAAAAAAA -ST. LAWRENCE
MARINE PARK

Canada Québecsa




Growth of the Whale

Watching industry
1955-2008
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Nombre d’observateurs de
baleines (en millions)
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Alliance: objectives

* public awareness of conservation
* Limit impacts of whale watching
* Effective management measures

* Responsible practices: environmental, social
economic

* Consultation: bringing together stakeholders
in tourism, research and conservation
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Alllance members

bring attention to:

e Benefits of marine park

e diversity of wildlife

* |dentify species

* Beluga info

* |landscape, birds, navigation aids
* whale protection and research
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Members of the Alliance

Les entreprises : En collaboration avec :

gevnsia, z
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Eco-Whale Allilance: Successes

« Amendment of Regulation (2017)

* Eco-Whale Fund

* Educational materials

* Guide for eco-responsible practices

e Guide for eco-responsible marketing (in
development)
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Eco-Whale Alliance

Le réglement sur les activités en mer
dans le parc marin du Saguenay-Saint-Laurent

o

Elaboré en collaboration avec les entreprises d’excursion en mer,
le réglement encadre les activités pratiquées dans le parc marin.
Il indique la vitesse maximale de navigation permise sur
I'ensemble du parc marin, ainsi que les distances et les vitesses
a respecter en présence de mammiféeres marins. Toute personne
naviguant dans le parc marin est tenue de sy conformer.

P oS dhatanss:

%@‘ x| e J‘/

MAINTENIR UNE DISTANCE D'AU MOINS 400 m
PAR RAPPORT AUX BELUGAS ET AUX RORQUALS BLEUS

b""ﬁnwmw'l“""

* Dans certaines conditions, les
détenteurs de permis dentreprise wx 25 nosuds
d'excursion en mer (croisiére aux Vitesse
baleines) peuyvent s'approcher 3 3 noeuds = 5,56 km/h = 3,45 mi/h En cas de disparité, le texte du régle-
100 m d'une baleine autre que le 10 noeuds = 18,52 kmvh = 11,50 mivh  ment prévaut sur les informations
béluga ou le rorqual bleu, 25 noeuds = 46,30 km/h = 28,70 mivh  données présentées ici.

J ALLIANCE ECO-BALEINE www.eco-baleine.ca
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VPARC MARIN
DU SAGUENAY-SAINT-LAURENT

Les baleines et les phoques
du parc marin du Saguenay-Saint-Laurent
Découvrez-les lors d'une excursion en mer !

RESIDENTS ET .
VISITEURS REGULIERS J-&
R A e a— e —
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wWhy An Alliance?

For the well-being of the To benefit from a

whales and the PERPETUITY constructive evaluation tool
of the whale watching for the CONTINUED
industry, a major economic IMPROVEMENT of business
motor in the region. service delivery. The
progress report helps
The future of members to aspire to and
our To create a ECO- achieve the (?bjectives of the
Y RESPONSIBLE brand Alliance.
industry...! . .
Image with a seasoned To concretely collaborate on
clientele sensitive to the whale RESEARCH via an
welfare and protection of annual contribution to a
whales. fund To participate in the
To contribute to public CONSULTATION AND
awareness and to offer a To benefit from pertinent MOBILISATION of
memorable visitor and up to date tailored regional players, the
experience that is high- training and TOOLS for tourism industry,

guality...essential for CLIENT
RETENTION in the region.

VSAGUENAY-ST. LAWRENCE
MARINE PARK
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conservation and
research.

employees



Conclusion

Marine Tourism Industry challenges:
- Geographical / physical

- Jurisdiction / many players

- Conservation

Marine Tourism benefits:

- Working together, unique experiences

- Awareness and value

- When done responsibly, economic benefits
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The final word...

« People protect what they love...
and love what they understand »

- Jacques Yves Cousteau
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Fin -- Merci!

For more information:

www.marinepark.ca
WWW.parcmarin.ca

www.parkscanada.gc.ca/saguenay
WWW.parcscanada.gc.ca/saguenay

Or better yet...come visit us!
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